Code of Ethics
3. All rock art recording shall be non-destructive
with regard to the rock art itself and any associated
archeological remains which may be present.

The Nevada Rock Art Foundation subscribes to the
following Code of Ethics and its members, as a
condition of membership, agree to abide by the
standards of conduct stated herein.

4. No artifacts shall be collected unless the work
is done as part of a legally constituted program of
archaeological survey or excavation and with
express permission of the landholder.

1. NRAF respects the cultural and spiritual
significance of rock art sites and shall not engage in
any activity that adversely affects site integrity.
NRAF members will be respectful at rock art sites –
many are regarded as sacred by indigenous peoples
and as such will be treated as a valued part of our
shared cultural heritage.

5. No excavation shall be conducted unless the
work is done as part of a legally constituted
excavation project and with the express permission
of the landholder. Removal of soil shall not be
undertaken at any time for the sole purpose of
exposing subsurface rock art.

2. NRAF members will strictly adhere to all
local, state, and national antiquities laws. All
research or educational activities taking place at
rock art sites shall be subject to appropriate
regulations and property access requirements.

Working for the Conservation of
Nevada’s Rock Art Heritage

Annual Meeting News
The Nevada Rock
Art Foundation’s principal
objectives are to document
rock art sites at risk, and
work to conserve and
ensure the integrity and
future protection of
all Nevada rock art sites
The Foundation respects
the cultural heritage
and traditions of
indigenous peoples in
all its activities
____
Member International
Federation of Rock Art
Organizations

THE NEVADA ROCK ART FOUNDATION
226 CALIFORNIA AVENUE
RENO, NEVADA 89509-1621

Our Past
Deserves a Future
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t’s that time of year for NRAF-ers to come together and celebrate, but this year it’s
a very special occasion. Although it’s only our 4th Annual Meeting, this is the 5th
Anniversary of the founding of the NEVADA ROCK ART FOUNDATION! I know it’s hard to
imagine, but we’ve been “in business” for five years now … and so much has happened.
We’ll celebrate our “wood anniversary” in beautiful Boulder City – April 27-29 and if
you haven’t already done so, be sure to get your registration mailed in soon. Flyers were
sent out at the end of February to give everyone plenty of time to get their registration
in – and the first 50 to respond will receive a limited edition Celebration Tote Bag at the
meeting. Festivities and registration begins on Friday evening April 27th at 7pm at the
historic Boulder Dam Hotel in downtown Boulder City with a reception to welcome
NRAF members to town.
The meeting will begin
on Saturday morning
April 28th at 9am at the
Best Western Lighthouse
Inn, with a welcome
address by the Mayor of
Boulder City (and NRAF
Council of Advisors
member) Bob Ferraro. A
full day of presentations
is planned with a two
hour break for lunch and, as has become our custom, we’ll be giving NRAF Artists the
opportunity to display and sell their work as well. We’ll wind down at 3pm and get
ready for the Annual Awards Banquet (in the same room) which begins at 6pm. After
the banquet, David Valentine (BLM Archaeologist for the Black Rock Desert NCA and
NRAF Steward Member) will give a presentation on a very interesting rock art site in the
western side of the state that blends both traditional and historic themes. The evening
will be rounded out by the Rocky Awards … so you won’t want to miss it. A variety of
field trips are planned for Sunday April 29 (see the registration flyer for details) and this
year Jon Harmon will be giving a workshop on Sunday morning on photo enhancement
techniques using “D-Stretch.” This technique can bring long faded pictographs into
view, so if you’re into digital photography (and who isn’t these days), you won’t want to
miss this opportunity. If you need information on lodging or registration, contact
info@nevadarockart.org.
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Northern News

T

hings are gearing up in the north for the spring and
summer work, and our two long-term northern
projects will again be the focus of our attention this year.
We’ll return to the Dry Lakes area and, with ongoing
support from the BLM Carson City Field Office, we’ll work
on some of the remaining large sites as group projects, as
well as help to finalize the baseline documentation for all the
scattered smaller sites
that are being
monitored by Site
Stewards. These
small sites will be
worked at on a more
or less spontaneous
basis by the Site
Steward who
Net Hunters Overview
monitors the site with the help of the Dry Lakes Team
Leaders (Don & Joanne Murray, Signa Pendegraft & Jeff
Thelen) and one of the NRAF Archaeologists (Gus Quinlan,
Barby Struble & Alanah Woody). This important work will
go on through the summer and into the fall and winter so
that all Stewards have a good baseline for the site they
monitor. So if you’re a Site Steward in Dry Lakes, and your
site has not yet been documented, be sure you’re on the
NRAF News Flash list so you can be included in the
documentation of “your site.” The Dry Lakes area represents
one of the largest concentrations of rock art anywhere in the
state – according to Alvin McLane, there are nearly 200 sites
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in an eight square mile area. And like elsewhere in Nevada,
development will be spreading right to the edge of the basins.

Site Etiquette

New Members

T

he NRAF Code of Ethics provides good guidance on
various aspects of behavior at rock art sites. Our first rule
is to be respectful and that seems like it would be easy, but in
fact lots of simple or thoughtless activities adversely affect site
integrity. For example the number of people or cars that visit a
site can be very damaging – for the most part, rock art sites
simply are not developed to handle large numbers of visitors.
But we all know that people like to look at and photograph
rock art and of course everyone wants to drive their own car
because all of their “stuff ” is in there. NRAF Members are
pretty well trained at this point to know that not everyone gets
to drive and we would never consider going on a field trip or
to work on a project with only one or two people in a vehicle.
Every tire and every foot print impacts the sites we love, so we
make every effort to reduce that impact as much as possible.

Richard Augulis
Mark Boatwright
Dan Bouweraerts
Sue di Grazia
Melannee Garrison & Austin
Carol & Dan Kerkhoff
James McCormick
Karl Olson
Diane Orr
Dennis Robinson & Pat Olds
Carolyn & Marion Rogalla
Doug Rorer
Steven Schilz
Joseph & Paulette Schaeffer
Ted Schroeder
Nancy Tardy
Julia Tauber
Bonnie Vacchina
Michelle Wilson

Lagomarsino

We’ll also return to Lagomarsino for our 4th season and this
year as part of our 5th Anniversary celebrations, we’re
planning a barbeque in Virginia City and everyone who has
worked on the Lagomarsino project is invited! We’ll be sending
out information on this fun event in a few months, but the plan
is to hold the party in September, so stay tuned. Lagomarsino
may be the largest rock art site in the state, with literally
thousands of panels, and like everywhere else, it too is
threatened by development. A new housing development is
planned for the immediate vicinity. As we all know,
development generally increases site visitation, and with that
comes increased threats. Both of these multi-year projects show
us that our commitment to documentation, education and
monitoring is more important now than ever in the future
protection of these beautiful places.

Few of us would leave trash behind, but being respectful also
means not crawling on or over rocks to get a better picture,
allowing dogs (or kids!) to run, dig or chase, or causing any
other disturbance to a site. Act as you would if you were in a
museum (which you are) or a church (which you may be) or
any other significant place. Respect also means respecting the
rules and staying on the trail or behind the barriers that have
been put up to protect the rock art. Whenever you go off a
trail, whether on foot or in your car, others will follow and
soon a new trail is established that can cause erosion or just
lead people into parts of a site that can be easily impacted.
Barriers aren’t put up to challenge your creative abilities to get
around them, they’re put up to protect the rock art, and you
should respect that.

New Steward Members
Jo Ann Hougen
Liz, Pat & Max Kerby

New Patron Members
Robert L. Hafey

Southern News

✁

T

he two largest single-year NRAF projects ever were in
2006 and both were near Las Vegas. Sloan Canyon
(February - April 2006) and Little Red Rocks (November 2006)
are still keeping us
busy, finalizing all the
data gathered and
finishing reports. In
February 2007
documentation
training brought
several new members
NRAF Training
together to learn our
processes and procedures. But with warmer weather
approaching, work in the south will slow down again until the
heat passes. Plans are already underway, however, for projects
and activities beginning again in the fall and through next
winter. Like everywhere else in the state, rock art sites in Clark,
Lincoln and White Pine Counties are threatened by the affects
of development, and NRAF will be there doing what we can to
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Working for the Conservation of Nevada’s Rock Art Heritage

Membership Application: ❑ Yes, I want to join!
Memberships: ❑ Individual $30
❑ Steward $100
Donors:
❑ Tribute Fund $500
Other:

❑ Yes, I want to renew!

❑ Family $45
❑ Limited Income $25
❑ Conservator $500
❑ Patron $1,000
❑ Founder’s Club $1,500 and above
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2007 Calendar of Events
Tours, presentations and projects fill very quickly, so if you don’t want to miss out… reserve
a place early info@nevadarockart.org! ALL events are in Nevada, unless otherwise noted.

April
14
21
21

Valley of Fire Tour - east of Las Vegas
Grimes Point Tour - east of Fallon
Earth Day - Las Vegas at Summerlin - we still need help! Please contact
info@nevadarockart.org if you can help out.
22 Earth Day - Reno at Idlewild Park
27- Annual Meeting – Boulder City
29
27 7pm . . . . . . .Welcome Reception at the Boulder Dam Hotel
28 9am-3pm . . . .Presentations at the Best Western Lighthouse Inn
28 6pm-9pm . . . .Annual Awards Banquet, with guest speaker David Valentine
and followed by the Rocky Awards
29 8am . . . . . . . .Field Trips leave from the Boulder Dam Hotel
29 9am . . . . . . . .D-Stretch Workshop with Jon Harmon at the Boulder Dam
Hotel (limited to 15 participants)

May
ARCHAEOLOGY AWARENESS & HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH!
5
12
12
18
19
23
26
2627

Mt Irish Site Tour - east of Alamo
Valley of Fire Tour - east of Las Vegas
Sloan Canyon Site Tour - near Henderson
Grimes Point/Hidden Cave Site Tour - east of Fallon
Court of Antiquity Clean-Up - east of Reno
Northern Coordinators Potluck, contact Bennett@nevadarockart.org for info.
Toquima Cave Site Tour - near Austin
Black Rock Desert Rendezvous - Gerlach

June
2-39
16
27
TBA

Documentation Training, Reno
Southern Members Picnic & Meeting – Red Springs
Grimes Point Tour - east of Fallon
NRAF Lecture Series, Reno – Karen Nissen– location TBA
Dry Lakes Documentation Project – registration flyer will be mailed in May.

July
07-07-07 Lucky Day - (Joann & Keith are getting married!)
25 Northern Coordinators Potluck - contact Bennett@nevadarockart.org for info.
28 Documentation Training, Reno
-29
TBA Lagomarsino Documentation Project – registration flyer will be mailed in June.

775 323 6723 TEL 226 CALIFORNIA AVE., RENO, NV 89509-1621 775 315 5497 CELL PO BOX 35892, LAS VEGAS, NV 89133 702 804 6723 TEL

document rock art sites, educate the local public and encourage
good stewardship of these irreplaceable cultural resources. The
beauty of our statewide organization is that we can follow the
seasons and work where the weather is best. Lincoln & White
Pine Counties, Gold Butte, and the Valley of Fire area remain
high on our priority list and will be the focus of future efforts.

Symposium and published the conference proceedings in the
Rock Art Papers series (those publications are now available to
be checked out to NRAF members from the libraries in either
Reno or Las Vegas). He also began to explore the relationships
between shamanism and rock art long before the current
interest in that subject spurred by South African researchers.
Shamanism and rock art will be the topic of his presentation
and he will help us to understand the connections that he sees
between these interesting phenomena.

Lecture Series Review & Preview

T

he NRAF Lecture Series began again in February with
a presentation by NRAF Executive Director Alanah
Woody, who presented an overview of the history of the
NEVADA ROCK ART FOUNDATION, from even before it was the
foundation, and where we hope to go from here. It’s pretty
amazing how far we’ve come in such a short time … but on
the other hand, it’s
also pretty amazing
that five years have
already flown by!
Documentation
projects both large
and small, refining
volunteer training;
Lecture Series
expanding our
educational efforts for young and old; and promoting good
site stewardship have been the goals of NRAF from the
beginning and they still are today – five years later.

And for the October presentation, as part of our year-long
Five Year Anniversary Celebration, we have the one and
only Dr. Paul Bahn! If you’re not familiar with the name, Dr.
Bahn is one of the world’s most respected authorities on
Paleolithic art and did his doctoral research in the painted
caves of Europe. From there he expanded his rock art
expertise around the world, doing research from Russia to
South America. He’s a highly respected archaeologist and has
published many books on rock art and on archaeology,
including co-authoring “Archaeology: Theories, Methods and
Practice” with Lord Colin Renfrew who is among the most
highly regarded archaeologists in the world. Dr. Bahn’s
presentation will allow us to explore a dazzling variety of rock
art around the world and it’s not to be missed! Dr. Bahn will
be presenting in BOTH Reno and Las Vegas … so stay tuned
for dates and details!

Recent Donations

The lecture scheduled for April has been cancelled due to the
timing of the NRAF Annual meeting, but we’re excited to
have Dr. Karen Nissen scheduled to speak for the Lecture
Series in June (fourth Wednesday). Dr. Nissan is one of only a
handful of people who have written a doctoral dissertation on
rock art, and as a student of legendary Great Basin
archaeologist, Robert Heizer, she focused her research on
Nevada’s rock art and the theory of hunting magic. She will
explore that theory and discuss other interesting facets of her
research in her presentation. We hope to organize a field trip
to one of the sites Dr. Nissen included in her doctoral research
… and where our logo is thought to be from – we’ll see if we
can find it! A News Flash will be sent by email with further
details, so if you’re not on that email list yet – be sure to
contact info@nevadarockart.org and say “put me on the list!”

A

s you all know, what we do at NRAF takes time, but it also
costs money. Supplies, volunteer lunches, travel,
documentation processing, etc. all add up, and that’s just for the
documentation work that we do! A few of our projects are
funded – and we are deeply grateful for the ongoing support of
the Nevada Bureau of Land Management for the various
projects they’ve funded and for their commitment to the
protection of cultural resources in our state. But many of the
projects that we do and ALL of the education and outreach
activities are on our own “dime.” The generosity and
commitment of our members is staggering and many give not
only of their time, but also donate cash for projects, equipment,
education and operating expenses. No one has been more
generous than our Board of Directors in keeping our
organization afloat since we started, but our general membership
also deserves recognition for their generosity as well in 2006.

We’re also excited to have Ken Hedges as our speaker in
August. He was scheduled to speak in April, but due to the
timing of the NRAF Annual Meeting, his presentation had to
be rescheduled. Ken is one of the founding members of the
American Rock Art Research Association, as well as a very
knowledgeable and experienced rock art researcher. Ken has
retired after many years as a curator at the San Diego
Museum of Man where he organized the annual Rock Art
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Don Frazier – Equipment Fund
Shari Chase – Conserve-a-Panel
Sponsor for “Cut Sheep” in honor of
her lovely mother, Bubbles.
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Elizabeth Fisher –
Court of Antiquity Project
Don & Kay Fowler
Chuck Greene
Bob Hafey
Anne Higgins
Elaine Holmes – Equipment Fund
Blake Smith
Pettit Gilwee – Preserve-a-Panel Sponsor for “Angels Watch” in
the name of Keegan Crockett Turner
Kathleen & Sam Hayes – Preserve-a-Panel Sponsor
for “Picasso on the Rocks”
David & Trish Vaugh – Preserve-a-Panel Sponsor
for “Kissing Lizards”
Bob & Penny Claubaugh
Gene & Sue Hansel
Bob & Mia Morrill
Marcial Reiley
Jim & Gail Verner

We’d also like to recognize those at the
Steward Member Level for 2006:
Carolyn Barnes-Wolfe
Don Brawley
Bob & Penny Claubaugh
Ty and Suellen Cobb

Frances & Robert Connick
Brian & Vicki Curwen
Steve Daron
Frankie Sue DelPappa
Lloyd & Joan Dyer
Cheryl Ferrence
Amy Gilreath
Gene & Sue Hansel
Mark & Yolanda Henderson
Janice Hoke
Dianne Jennings & Dan Kaffer
Rosemary Keough
Liz & Pat Kerby
Howard & Pan Lambert
Bob & Mia Morrill
Sandra & Louis Nadelson
Karen Nissen
Mary Peters
David Palmer
Mary Ricks
Sue Rigby
Jim Santini
Debbie Smith
Jeff & Diane Thelen
David Valentine
Katrine Watson
Fred & Sandy Zoerner

Patron Level:
Bob Hafey

Founders Level:

Chuck Greene
Lois Pierson & Al Ferrand

Great Basin Rock Art

“

Great Basin Rock Art:
archaeological perspectives” is
now available from the University
of Nevada Press for $39.95. The
book has its origins in a conference
session organized by Alanah Woody
at the Great Basin Anthropological
Conference in 2002. The session
was co-sponsored by the NEVADA
ROCK ART FOUNDATION and the
Nevada Stare Museum and
explored a variety of culture
heritage-related issues regarding rock art and the kinds of
interpretations presented to the public. From that session 12
scholars, many of them NEVADA ROCK ART FOUNDATION
members, thoroughly revised their contributions for the
present volume, edited by Gus Quinlan. The general theme of
the volume is how understandings of rock art can be
broadened by approaching it from an archaeological
perspective, and focuses on Great Basin rock art and that of
adjoining regions. Chapters in the book include a summary of
current trends in Great Basin rock art research by Gus
Quinlan. Melvin Brown and Alanah Woody discuss the use of
local oral traditions in interpreting a rock art site near Walker
Lake, Nevada. Farrell Cunningham and Helen Valborg
explore Maidu rock art from the differing perspectives of
indigenous theories of being and archaeological approaches to
rock art. William Cannon and Alanah Woody discuss
androcentric bias in rock art interpretation and, focusing on
the northern Great Basin, how this bias can be corrected.
Signa Pendegraft discusses the results of her Master’s research
on rock art sites in the High Basins area, finding that a more
textured understanding results when rock art is considered
along with the associated archaeology. Myrtle Shock, writing
on the rock art of the Owhyhee Uplands, Oregon draws on
environmental settings and landscape contexts to interpret her
study area. Keo Boreson describes a rock art site in southern
Oregon, exploring potential symbolic themes in the imagery
portrayed. William Cannon and Mary Ricks, writing about
rock art in the northern Great Basin, discuss how site
environmental contexts can be used in interpretation. Eric
Ritter, Alanah Woody, and Alan Watchman report the results
of a scientific dating program at selected sites in northern
Nevada. And lastly, Gus Quinlan concludes with an
exploration of rock art’s appeal to the general public and how
academic interpretations have helped shape perceptions of
rock art’s heritage value.
We have a supply of the books and will be offering a 15%
NRAF Member discount – contact info@nevadarockart.org to
order your copy today! You can even request for it to be
signed by the editor!
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CONTACT US

The CALAVE Holiday Stroll took
place on California Ave in Reno on
Dec 14, 2006 and NRAF participated
with other businesses in a holiday
street party. Santa was there of course,
but also a couple of his special elves – Kent Whelan and
Carolyn Wolfe – showed up to help at the NRAF booth!
In only 3 hours Kent, Carolyn & Alanah sold $340 worth
of stocking stuffers, recruited new members and handed
out hundreds of flyers and NRAF brochures. This is an
annual event on California Ave. and was so successful and
so much fun that we’ll be doing it again next December!

THIS

General Questions
info@nevadarockart.org

THAT

Dr. Alanah Woody - Executive Director
awoody@nevadarockart.org

(775) 323-6723
(775) 315-5497

PHONE/FAX
CELL

Dr. Angus Quinlan - Deputy Director
arquinlan@nevadarockart.org

John Loken is home and recovering from a brush with
the “other side” – all the best to him and his family. He
reminds us all that we have to live like we mean it, be sure
our loved ones know we love them and do what we can to
leave the world in at least as good condition as it was when
we got here. For NRAF that means documenting rock art
sites at risk, educating the pubic on why it’s worth
protecting and promoting good site stewardship with every
breath we take.

Ralph & Cheryln Bennett - Northern Coordinators
bennett@nevadarockart.org
Elaine Holmes - Southern Projects
holmes@nevadarockart.org
Anne McConnell Southern Events
amcconnell@nevadarockart.org

Many, many “Thanks” to Elaine Holmes who is not
only a Charter Member of NRAF, but is also the Southern
Projects Coordinator and occasionally outdoes herself in
generosity by doing things like donating $500 to help
purchase the Alvin McLane rock art library! When Elaine’s
donation was added to money from the Foundation
Library Fund we were able to purchase Alvin’s books and
add them to the growing NRAF Library. We now have an
impressive library in Las Vegas (centered on the book
collection donated by Steve Stoney last year) and now in
Reno too. The NRAF Library books will soon be available
to NRAF members to check out … as soon as the
cataloging is completed. Thanks also to Anne Higgins who
came up to Reno to get started cataloging the McLane
Library and to Anne McConnell who has cataloged the
Stoney Library!

“ To document, conserve and ensure the
integrity and protection of Nevada
and Great Basin rock art.

”

Nancy Humphries gathered up a few NRAF members
(Roger Alther, Dianne Jennings and Roseanne Turigliato)
to help her with the NRAF Information table at the Eagles
& Agriculture event in Gardnerville. This annual event
highlights the close relationship
between good agricultural
practices and a healthy ecosystem
and in the Carson Valley one clear
indicator of that health are the
eagles that visit the valley every
year. Since NRAF also promotes
the protection of heritage
resources and the environments
they are found in, we thought it was a nice fit and a good
opportunity to spread the word about NRAF and the work
that we do. Good job guys!

Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed to help with a vast array of
tasks from database management to stuffing envelopes
and making photocopies. If you want to help but
don’t know what you can do, we have a job for you
regardless of your skill level!
Our Foundation is growing fast - and we need your
help to keep up! If you’re willing to give or set up
presentations, school activities, lead site tours,
or just stuff envelopes - let us know and
we'll put you to work.
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2007 Calendar of Events
Tours, presentations and projects fill very quickly, so if you don’t want to miss out… reserve
a place early info@nevadarockart.org! ALL events are in Nevada, unless otherwise noted.

April
14
21
21

Valley of Fire Tour - east of Las Vegas
Grimes Point Tour - east of Fallon
Earth Day - Las Vegas at Summerlin - we still need help! Please contact
info@nevadarockart.org if you can help out.
22 Earth Day - Reno at Idlewild Park
27- Annual Meeting – Boulder City
29
27 7pm . . . . . . .Welcome Reception at the Boulder Dam Hotel
28 9am-3pm . . . .Presentations at the Best Western Lighthouse Inn
28 6pm-9pm . . . .Annual Awards Banquet, with guest speaker David Valentine
and followed by the Rocky Awards
29 8am . . . . . . . .Field Trips leave from the Boulder Dam Hotel
29 9am . . . . . . . .D-Stretch Workshop with Jon Harmon at the Boulder Dam
Hotel (limited to 15 participants)

May
ARCHAEOLOGY AWARENESS & HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH!
5
12
12
18
19
23
26
2627

Mt Irish Site Tour - near Alamo
Valley of Fire Tour - east of Las Vegas
Sloan Canyon Site Tour - near Henderson
Grimes Point/Hidden Cave Site Tour - east of Fallon
Court of Antiquity Clean-Up - east of Reno
Northern Coordinators Potluck, contact Bennett@nevadarockart.org for info.
Toquima Cave Site Tour - near Austin
Black Rock Desert Rendezvous - Gerlach

June
2-39
16
27
TBA

Documentation Training, Reno
Southern Members Picnic & Meeting – Red Springs
Grimes Point Tour - east of Fallon
NRAF Lecture Series, Reno – Karen Nissen– location TBA
Dry Lakes Documentation Project – registration flyer will be mailed in May.

July
07-07-07 Lucky Day - (Joann & Keith are getting married!)
25 Northern Coordinators Potluck - contact Bennett@nevadarockart.org for info.
28 Documentation Training, Reno
-29
TBA Lagomarsino Documentation Project – registration flyer will be mailed in June.
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document rock art sites, educate the local public and encourage
good stewardship of these irreplaceable cultural resources. The
beauty of our statewide organization is that we can follow the
seasons and work where the weather is best. Lincoln & White
Pine Counties, Gold Butte, and the Valley of Fire area remain
high on our priority list and will be the focus of future efforts.

Symposium and published the conference proceedings in the
Rock Art Papers series (those publications are now available to
be checked out to NRAF members from the libraries in either
Reno or Las Vegas). He also began to explore the relationships
between shamanism and rock art long before the current
interest in that subject spurred by South African researchers.
Shamanism and rock art will be the topic of his presentation
and he will help us to understand the connections that he sees
between these interesting phenomena.

Lecture Series Review & Preview

T

he NRAF Lecture Series began again in February with
a presentation by NRAF Executive Director Alanah
Woody, who presented an overview of the history of the
NEVADA ROCK ART FOUNDATION, from even before it was the
foundation, and where we hope to go from here. It’s pretty
amazing how far we’ve come in such a short time … but on
the other hand, it’s
also pretty amazing
that five years have
already flown by!
Documentation
projects both large
and small, refining
volunteer training;
Lecture Series
expanding our
educational efforts for young and old; and promoting good
site stewardship have been the goals of NRAF from the
beginning and they still are today – five years later.

And for the October presentation, as part of our year-long
Five Year Anniversary Celebration, we have the one and
only Dr. Paul Bahn! If you’re not familiar with the name, Dr.
Bahn is one of the world’s most respected authorities on
Paleolithic art and did his doctoral research in the painted
caves of Europe. From there he expanded his rock art
expertise around the world, doing research from Russia to
South America. He’s a highly respected archaeologist and has
published many books on rock art and on archaeology,
including co-authoring “Archaeology: Theories, Methods and
Practice” with Lord Colin Renfrew who is among the most
highly regarded archaeologists in the world. Dr. Bahn’s
presentation will allow us to explore a dazzling variety of rock
art around the world and it’s not to be missed! Dr. Bahn will
be presenting in BOTH Reno and Las Vegas … so stay tuned
for dates and details!

Recent Donations

The lecture scheduled for April has been cancelled due to the
timing of the NRAF Annual meeting, but we’re excited to
have Dr. Karen Nissen scheduled to speak for the Lecture
Series in June (fourth Wednesday). Dr. Nissan is one of only a
handful of people who have written a doctoral dissertation on
rock art, and as a student of legendary Great Basin
archaeologist, Robert Heizer, she focused her research on
Nevada’s rock art and the theory of hunting magic. She will
explore that theory and discuss other interesting facets of her
research in her presentation. We hope to organize a field trip
to one of the sites Dr. Nissen included in her doctoral research
… and where our logo is thought to be from – we’ll see if we
can find it! A News Flash will be sent by email with further
details, so if you’re not on that email list yet – be sure to
contact info@nevadarockart.org and say “put me on the list!”

A

s you all know, what we do at NRAF takes time, but it also
costs money. Supplies, volunteer lunches, travel,
documentation processing, etc. all add up, and that’s just for the
documentation work that we do! A few of our projects are
funded – and we are deeply grateful for the ongoing support of
the Nevada Bureau of Land Management for the various
projects they’ve funded and for their commitment to the
protection of cultural resources in our state. But many of the
projects that we do and ALL of the education and outreach
activities are on our own “dime.” The generosity and
commitment of our members is staggering and many give not
only of their time, but also donate cash for projects, equipment,
education and operating expenses. No one has been more
generous than our Board of Directors in keeping our
organization afloat since we started, but our general membership
also deserves recognition for their generosity as well in 2006.

We’re also excited to have Ken Hedges as our speaker in
August. He was scheduled to speak in April, but due to the
timing of the NRAF Annual Meeting, his presentation had to
be rescheduled. Ken is one of the founding members of the
American Rock Art Research Association, as well as a very
knowledgeable and experienced rock art researcher. Ken has
retired after many years as a curator at the San Diego
Museum of Man where he organized the annual Rock Art
W

W

W

.

N

E

V

A

D

A

2006 Benefactors
Don Frazier – Equipment Fund
Shari Chase – Conserve-a-Panel
Sponsor for “Cut Sheep” in honor of
her lovely mother, Bubbles.
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Elizabeth Fisher –
Court of Antiquity Project
Don & Kay Fowler
Chuck Greene
Bob Hafey
Anne Higgins
Elaine Holmes – Equipment Fund
Blake Smith
Pettit Gilwee – Preserve-a-Panel Sponsor for “Angels Watch” in
the name of Keegan Crockett Turner
Kathleen & Sam Hayes – Preserve-a-Panel Sponsor
for “Picasso on the Rocks”
David & Trish Vaugh – Preserve-a-Panel Sponsor
for “Kissing Lizards”
Bob & Penny Claubaugh
Gene & Sue Hansel
Bob & Mia Morrill
Marcial Reiley
Jim & Gail Verner

We’d also like to recognize those at the
Steward Member Level for 2006:
Carolyn Barnes-Wolfe
Don Brawley
Bob & Penny Claubaugh
Brian & Vicki Curwen
Steve Daron
Frankie Sue DelPappa
Lloyd & Joan Dyer
Cheryl Ferrence
Amy Gilreath
Gene & Sue Hansel
Mark & Yolanda Henderson
Janice Hoke
Dianne Jennings & Dan Kaffer
Rosemary Keough
Liz & Pat Kerby
Howard & Pan Lambert
Bob & Mia Morrill
Sandra & Louis Nadelson
Karen Nissen
Mary Peters
David Palmer
Mary Ricks
Sue Rigby
Jim Santini
Debbie Smith
Jeff & Diane Thelen
David Valentine
Katrine Watson
Fred & Sandy Zoerner

Great Basin Rock Art

CONTACT US

“

General Questions
info@nevadarockart.org

Great Basin Rock Art: An
archaeological approach” is
now available from University of
Nevada Press for $39.95! Several
people have asked about the
contributors to the book and how
it came together. In 2002, Alanah
organized a rock art session at the
Great Basin Anthropological
Association meeting in Elko.
Through the years, she had
watched professional rock art
research drift farther and farther away from an archaeological
approach, with rock art analyzed in the same way as other
archaeological objects, the way that it had been done by the
pioneers of Great Basin rock art research like Julian Steward
and Robert Heizer. Although ethnographic approaches to rock
art have been and continue to be fruitful, much of the rock
art of Nevada requires the longer view of archaeology. When
rock art is analyzed using only recent ethnography, two
primary problems result. First, it gives the impression of
“talking to the past” as if modern Indian people embody a
timeless and ancient consciousness that other human beings
do not. And second, it implies that modern Indian people do
not have any significant attachment or insight into the
meaning of rock art unless it is somehow the same as the
“original meaning.” But archaeologists should not neglect the
important insights that Native Peoples have and how rock art
has played a role in their culture, history, and even in the
construction of their identity. As Richard Bradley suggested in
his 1993 book “Altering the Earth: The Origins of
Monuments in Britain and Continental Europe,” once
introduced into the landscape, rock art continues to play a
role in shaping the experience of all of those who encounter it
These themes are discussed in the first two papers in the
book, followed by papers dealing with uncovering the social
context for the production and use of rock art, rock art dating
and an essay on the role of archaeology in shaping public
perception of rock art. Of the fourteen authors, eight are
NRAF members and two are Native American (one of which
is also an NRAF member), and the remaining authors are
students or well respected rock art researchers. Five years in
the making, we believe that “Great Basin Rock Art:
Archaeological Perspectives” provides a broad view of the
current state of rock art research.

Patron Level:
Bob Hafey

Founders Level:
Chuck Greene
Lois Pierson & Al Ferrand

We have a supply of the books and will be offering a 15%
NRAF Member Discount – contact info@nevadarockart.org
to order your copy today!

775 323 6723 TEL 226 CALIFORNIA AVE., RENO, NV 89509-1621 775 315 5497 CELL PO BOX 35892, LAS VEGAS, NV 89133 702 804 6723 TEL

&

The CALAVE Holiday Stroll took
place on California Ave in Reno on
Dec 14, 2006 and NRAF participated
with other businesses in a holiday
street party. Santa was there of course,
but also a couple of his special elves – Kent Whelan and
Carolyn Wolfe – showed up to help at the NRAF booth!
In only 3 hours Kent, Carolyn & Alanah sold $340 worth
of stocking stuffers, recruited new members and handed
out hundreds of flyers and NRAF brochures. This is an
annual event on California Ave. and was so successful and
so much fun that we’ll be doing it again next December!

THIS

THAT

Dr. Alanah Woody - Executive Director
awoody@nevadarockart.org

(775) 323-6723
(775) 315-5497

PHONE/FAX
CELL

Dr. Angus Quinlan - Deputy Director
arquinlan@nevadarockart.org

John Loken is home and recovering from a brush with
the “other side” – all the best to him and his family. He
reminds us all that we have to live like we mean it, be sure
our loved ones know we love them and do what we can to
leave the world in at least as good condition as it was when
we got here. For NRAF that means documenting rock art
sites at risk, educating the pubic on why it’s worth
protecting and promoting good site stewardship with every
breath we take.

Ralph & Cheryln Bennett - Northern Coordinators
bennett@nevadarockart.org
Pan Lambert - Public Outreach
plambert@nevadarockart.org
Elaine Holmes - Southern Projects
holmes@nevadarockart.org
Anne McConnell Southern Events
amcconnell@nevadarockart.org

Many, many “Thanks” to Elaine Holmes who is not
only a Charter Member of NRAF, but is also the Southern
Projects Coordinator and occasionally outdoes herself in
generosity by doing things like donating $500 to help
purchase the Alvin McLane rock art library! When Elaine’s
donation was added to money from the Foundation
Library Fund we were able to purchase Alvin’s books and
add them to the growing NRAF Library. We now have an
impressive library in Las Vegas (centered on the book
collection donated by Steve Stoney last year) and now in
Reno too. The NRAF Library books will soon be available
to NRAF members to check out … as soon as the
cataloging is completed. Thanks also to Anne Higgins who
came up to Reno to get started cataloging the McLane
Library and to Anne McConnell who has cataloged the
Stoney Library!

“ To document, conserve and ensure the
integrity and protection of Nevada
and Great Basin rock art.

”

Nancy Humphries gathered up a few NRAF members
(Roger Alther, Dianne Jennings and Roseanne Turigliato)
to help her with the NRAF Information table at the Eagles
& Agriculture event in Gardnerville. This annual event
highlights the close relationship
between good agricultural
practices and a healthy ecosystem
and in the Carson Valley one clear
indicator of that health are the
eagles that visit the valley every
year. Since NRAF also promotes
the protection of heritage
resources and the environments
they are found in, we thought it was a nice fit and a good
opportunity to spread the word about NRAF and the work
that we do. Good job guys!

Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed to help with a vast array of
tasks from database management to stuffing envelopes
and making photocopies. If you want to help but
don’t know what you can do, we have a job for you
regardless of your skill level!
Our Foundation is growing fast - and we need your
help to keep up! If you’re willing to give or set up
presentations, school activities, lead site tours,
or just stuff envelopes - let us know and
we'll put you to work.
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Northern News

T

hings are gearing up in the north for the spring and
summer work, and our two long-term northern
projects will again be the focus of our attention this year.
We’ll return to the Dry Lakes area and, with ongoing
support from the BLM Carson City Field Office, we’ll work
on some of the remaining large sites as group projects, as
well as help to finalize the baseline documentation for all the
scattered smaller sites
that are being
monitored by Site
Stewards. These
small sites will be
worked at on a more
or less spontaneous
basis by the Site
Steward who
Net Hunters Overview
monitors the site with the help of the Dry Lakes Team
Leaders (Don & Joanne Murray, Signa Pendegraft & Jeff
Thelen) and one of the NRAF Archaeologists (Gus Quinlan,
Barby Struble & Alanah Woody). This important work will
go on through the summer and into the fall and winter so
that all Stewards have a good baseline for the site they
monitor. So if you’re a Site Steward in Dry Lakes, and your
site has not yet been documented, be sure you’re on the
NRAF News Flash list so you can be included in the
documentation of “your site.” The Dry Lakes area represents
one of the largest concentrations of rock art anywhere in the
state – according to Alvin McLane, there are nearly 200 sites

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

Don Fowler, PhD

Sharon Chase
SECRETARY

Chuck Greene
TREASURER

Thomas J. Hall, Esq
DIRECTORS

Catherine Fowler, PhD
Pat Barker, PhD
Pettit Gilwee
Heidi Roberts
Dianne Jennings
Judi Steele
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Alanah Woody, PhD, RPA

in an eight square mile area. And like elsewhere in Nevada,
development will be spreading right to the edge of the basins.

Site Etiquette

New Members

Lagomarsino

We’ll also return to Lagomarsino for our 4th season and this
year as part of our 5th Anniversary celebrations, we’re
planning a barbeque in Virginia City and everyone who has
worked on the Lagomarsino project is invited! We’ll be sending
out information on this fun event in a few months, but the plan
is to hold the party in September, so stay tuned. Lagomarsino
may be the largest rock art site in the state, with literally
thousands of panels, and like everywhere else, it too is
threatened by development. A new housing development is
planned for the immediate vicinity. As we all know,
development generally increases site visitation, and with that
comes increased threats. Both of these multi-year projects show
us that our commitment to documentation, education and
monitoring is more important now than ever in the future
protection of these beautiful places.

Few of us would leave trash behind, but being respectful also
means not crawling on or over rocks to get a better picture,
allowing dogs (or kids!) to run, dig or chase, or causing any
other disturbance to a site. Act as you would if you were in a
museum (which you are) or a church (which you may be) or
any other significant place. Respect also means respecting the
rules and staying on the trail or behind the barriers that have
been put up to protect the rock art. Whenever you go off a
trail, whether on foot or in your car, others will follow and
soon a new trail is established that can cause erosion or just
lead people into parts of a site that can be easily impacted.
Barriers aren’t put up to challenge your creative abilities to get
around them, they’re put up to protect the rock art, and you
should respect that.

Pat Cashill
Jo Ann Hougen
Liz, Pat & Max Kerby

New Patron Members
Robert L. Hafey

✁

T
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he NRAF Code of Ethics provides good guidance on
various aspects of behavior at rock art sites. Our first rule
is to be respectful and that seems like it would be easy, but in
fact lots of simple or thoughtless activities adversely affect site
integrity. For example the number of people or cars that visit a
site can be very damaging – for the most part, rock art sites
simply are not developed to handle large numbers of visitors.
But we all know that people like to look at and photograph
rock art and of course everyone wants to drive their own car
because all of their “stuff ” is in there. NRAF Members are
pretty well trained at this point to know that not everyone gets
to drive and we would never consider going on a field trip or
to work on a project with only one or two people in a vehicle.
Every tire and every foot print impacts the sites we love, so we
make every effort to reduce that impact as much as possible.

New Steward Members

Southern News
he two largest single-year NRAF projects ever were in
2006 and both were near Las Vegas. Sloan Canyon
(February - April 2006) and Little Red Rocks (November 2006)
are still keeping us
busy, finalizing all the
data gathered and
finishing reports. In
February 2007
documentation
training brought
several new members
NRAF Training
together to learn our
processes and procedures. But with warmer weather
approaching, work in the south will slow down again until the
heat passes. Plans are already underway, however, for projects
and activities beginning again in the fall and through next
winter. Like everywhere else in the state, rock art sites in Clark,
Lincoln and White Pine Counties are threatened by the affects
of development, and NRAF will be there doing what we can to

T

Richard Augulis
Bill & Linda Blatzheim
Mark Boatwright
Dan Bouweraerts
Sue di Grazia
Melannee Garrison & Austin
Kathryn Holden
Carol & Dan Kerkhoff
James McCormick
Karl Olson
Diane Orr
Dennis Robinson & Pat Olds
Carolyn & Marion Rogalla
Doug Rorer
Steven Schilz
Joseph & Paulette Schaeffer
Ted Schroeder
Linda Seale & Family
Nancy Tardy
Julia Tauber
Bonnie Vacchina
Michelle Wilson

N EVADA R OCK A RT F OUNDATION
Working for the Conservation of Nevada’s Rock Art Heritage

Membership Application: ❑ Yes, I want to join!
Memberships: ❑ Individual $30
❑ Steward $100
Donors:
❑ Tribute Fund $500
Other:

❑ Yes, I want to renew!

❑ Family $45
❑ Limited Income $25
❑ Conservator $500
❑ Patron $1,000
❑ Founder’s Club $1,500 and above
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Code of Ethics
3. All rock art recording shall be non-destructive
with regard to the rock art itself and any associated
archeological remains which may be present.

The Nevada Rock Art Foundation subscribes to the
following Code of Ethics and its members, as a
condition of membership, agree to abide by the
standards of conduct stated herein.

4. No artifacts shall be collected unless the work
is done as part of a legally constituted program of
archaeological survey or excavation and with
express permission of the landholder.

1. NRAF respects the cultural and spiritual
significance of rock art sites and shall not engage in
any activity that adversely affects site integrity.
NRAF members will be respectful at rock art sites –
many are regarded as sacred by indigenous peoples
and as such will be treated as a valued part of our
shared cultural heritage.

5. No excavation shall be conducted unless the
work is done as part of a legally constituted
excavation project and with the express permission
of the landholder. Removal of soil shall not be
undertaken at any time for the sole purpose of
exposing subsurface rock art.

2. NRAF members will strictly adhere to all
local, state, and national antiquities laws. All
research or educational activities taking place at
rock art sites shall be subject to appropriate
regulations and property access requirements.

Working for the Conservation of
Nevada’s Rock Art Heritage

Annual Meeting News
The Nevada Rock
Art Foundation’s principal
objectives are to document
rock art sites at risk, and
work to conserve and
ensure the integrity and
future protection of
all Nevada rock art sites
The Foundation respects
the cultural heritage
and traditions of
indigenous peoples in
all its activities
____
Member International
Federation of Rock Art
Organizations

THE NEVADA ROCK ART FOUNDATION
226 CALIFORNIA AVENUE
RENO, NEVADA 89509-1621

Our Past
Deserves a Future
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t’s that time of year for NRAF-ers to come together and celebrate, but this year it’s
a very special occasion. Although it’s only our 4th Annual Meeting, this is the 5th
Anniversary of the founding of the NEVADA ROCK ART FOUNDATION! I know it’s hard to
imagine, but we’ve been “in business” for five years now … and so much has happened.
We’ll celebrate our “wood anniversary” in beautiful Boulder City – April 27-29 and if
you haven’t already done so, be sure to get your registration mailed in soon. Flyers were
sent out at the end of February to give everyone plenty of time to get their registration
in – and the first 50 to respond will receive a limited edition Celebration Tote Bag at the
meeting. Festivities and registration begins on Friday evening April 27th at 7pm at the
historic Boulder Dam Hotel in downtown Boulder City with a reception to welcome
NRAF members to town.
The meeting will begin
on Saturday morning
April 28th at 9am at the
Best Western Lighthouse
Inn, with a welcome
address by the Mayor of
Boulder City (and NRAF
Council of Advisors
member) Bob Ferraro. A
full day of presentations
is planned with a two
hour break for lunch and, as has become our custom, we’ll be giving NRAF Artists the
opportunity to display and sell their work as well. We’ll wind down at 3pm and get
ready for the Annual Awards Banquet (in the same room) which begins at 6pm. After
the banquet, David Valentine (BLM Archaeologist for the Black Rock Desert NCA and
NRAF Steward Member) will give a presentation on a very interesting rock art site in the
western side of the state that blends both traditional and historic themes. The evening
will be rounded out by the Rocky Awards … so you won’t want to miss it. A variety of
field trips are planned for Sunday April 29 (see the registration flyer for details) and this
year Jon Harmon will be giving a workshop on Sunday morning on photo enhancement
techniques using “D-Stretch.” This technique can bring long faded pictographs into
view, so if you’re into digital photography (and who isn’t these days), you won’t want to
miss this opportunity. If you need information on lodging or registration, contact
info@nevadarockart.org.
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